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SUBJECT: 1979 EA NARCOTICS COORDINATORS CONFERENCE 

REF: MANILA 12107 

1 . REGARDING PARA 2 REFTEL, AS WE HAVE SAID, WE WOULD 
BE DELIGHTED TO HOST THE 1979 EA NARCOTICS CONFERENCE, 

IN JANUARY OR AT ANY OTHER TIME. 

2. WE ASSUME THE KUALA LUMPUR COMMONWEALTH MEETING 
WHICH COLOMBO PLAN DRUG ADVISOR ABARRO REFERRED TO IS 
NOT FOR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT BUT IS FOR LOWER-LEVEL 
REPRESENTATIVES OF REGIONAL COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES 
DEALING JUST WITH NARCOTICS MATTERS. (MALAYSIA WAS 
DESIGNATED AS COORDINATOR FOR NARCOTICS EFFORTS BY 
THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC REGIONAL COMMONWEALTH GROUPING 
AT ITS FIRST HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING IN SYDNEY 
LAST FEBRUARY.) 
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3. WE THINK IT MIGHT BE USEFUL, IF TIMING ALLOWS. 

FOR SOME PARTICIPANTS IN OUR EA CONFERENCE, 

ESPECIALLY WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVES, TO HAVE 
CONTACT WITH PARTICIPANTS IN SUCH A COMMONWEALTH 
MEETING, BUT WE ARE HESITANT TO PROPOSE A JOINT 
SESSION. THE REGIONAL COMMONWEALTH NARCOTICS 
EFFORT IS JUST GETTING OFF THE GROUND AND IT 
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MIGHT BE A MISTAKE TO RISK SMOTHERING IT WITH 
TOO-HEAVY A USG EMBRACE AT THIS POINT. WE 
BELIEVE ANY INITIATIVE FOR OUR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE COMMONWEALTH MEETING SHOULD COME FROM THE 
COMMONWEALTH ITSELF (THROUGH MALAYSIA AS 
COORDINATOR FOR NARCOTICS MATTERS) OR THROUGH A 
THIRD PARTY LIKE PIO ABARRO. 

MILLER 
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